ROTHIEMURCHUS AND GLENMORE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

Minutes of meeting held on Tuesday 16th March 2010 at Glenmore Lodge

Present

Jan Morse (Acting Convenor - In the Chair)

Yvonne Birnie

Annie Dempster

Richard Green (Treasurer - taking the minutes)

Angela Kilvington

Willie McKenna

Bill Wilson

Also present were Karen Derrick and Ron Mercer (Community Development Officers)

Apologies

Alison Grant

George Gaff

Greta Lamb (Minutes secretary)

Ross Cameron (Was going to speak about an additional electricity supply for the Inverdruie triangle)

Resignation

It was reported that Alastair Dow had resigned from the Committee. Members were grateful to Alastair for his valued contribution over that last year.

1. Our Community – A way forward

Ron Mercer and Karen Derrick were attending the meeting following their presentation given to RGCA in October 2008 when the committee expressed its willingness to take part in the “Our Community – A way forward” process. “Our Community – A way forward” is a facilitated process whereby communities are energized to identify and implement improvements to their environment and local facilities. Some funding is also available to ensure that tasks identified as “quick wins” can be implemented timeously. It was noted that the “Our Community – A way forward” process would not necessarily be driven by a Community Council, although they would be expected to be involved.

Over the last year or so, the process has been applied in many of the communities in the CNPA area and many improvements have been identified and are in the course of implementation. A key result of the process has been that communities have started to work together more and have shown increased interest in making improvements themselves. A further result has been that, as the process is part of the Community Planning Partnership, the agencies involved have taken more notice of the views and wishes of their communities.

It is now proposed that “Our Community – A way forward” process should be applied to the three communities of Kincraig, Aviemore and Rothiemurchus, Coylumbridge and Glenmore. The first step would be the formation of a Steering Group with representatives from the three communities with a view to designing and executing a survey of community views and desires. The aim would be to make a start soon after Easter.

After much discussion of the detail of the process and the differences between communities, it was resolved that RGCA should participate in the process, that RGCA should endeavour to work with AVCC and other communities in the process and that RGCA should identify members for the Steering Group. Bill Wilson volunteered to be one of the members. It was resolved that Richard Green should ask Mary Ferguson, a former convenor of RGCA, whether she would be willing to represent the community on the Steering Group and that everyone should consider who would be suitable members of the Steering Group.

Action: RG and Everybody
	2.
	Minutes of the meeting on 19th January 2010

The minutes were approved subject to the amendment that section 4a should read, “Christmas Trees: Angela Kilvington commented that many people had expressed appreciation of the Christmas Trees”. Proposed by Annie Dempster and seconded by Richard Green.
	

	3.
	Matters arising from the minutes

a) Snow and the Ski Road. It was noted the topic of road clearing and extreme snowy weather will be discussed at the CRAGG meeting on 25th March and that the police and HC TECS are expected to attend that meeting. It was also noted that the topic of the B& S Community Council Forum, to be held on 15th April, will be “Winter Weather”.

Angela Kilvington pointed out that during the most recent episode of heavy snow the roads and traffic had been severely disrupted and that lessons had not been learned from the Christmas and New Year episode. It was noted that the weather had been exceptional and that the agencies were trying their best. It was resolved to await the outcome of the CRAGG meeting.

b) It was noted that there would be an overnight count at the forthcoming General Election

c) A vote of thanks was afforded to Angela Kilvington for producing the recent newsletter. Angela pointed out that the community had appreciated the use of a larger print size.


	

	4.
	University of Stirling Lectures on the Environment

The dates for these lectures were noted.
	

	5.
	Wildlife Recorders Forum

It was noted that this forum will take place on 17th April in Boat of Garten
	

	6.
	CRAGG

It was noted that the next CRAGG meeting will take place on 25th March. Willie McKenna and Bill Wilson will attend the CRAGG meeting.
	Action WK, WW

	9.
	COAT Health Walk Volunteers

The call by COAT for volunteer health walk leaders was noted. It is believed that this is a successor to “Step it Up Highland”
	

	10.
	Rural Bus Corridor Project

The call for consultation was noted but as the route concerned was from Aviemore to Grantown it was decided that it was outside RGCA's area.


	

	11.
	Ward Forum

The recent Ward Forum which concerned the Visitor Management System on the Cairngorm Mountain was discussed. Jan Morse and Willie McKenna took no part in the discussion. It was noted that AVCC are going to request that the “closed system” on the Cairngorm Mountain be revisited. It was resolved, by those taking part in the discussion, that a letter should be written in support of AVCC’s position.
	Action: WW

	12.
	Correspondence and Planning Applications

a) No planning applications relating to RGCA's area had been received.

b) Notification of military flying in the NW Highlands was noted. It was resolved that the low flying complaints telephone number should be added to the RGCA website.
	

	13.
	Treasurer’s Report

Richard Green reported that the balance of the RGCA bank account stood at £692 and that these funds would probably enable the Association to operate for a further 12 months. 

Richard also reported that he had not yet heard from HC about renewal of public liability insurance and that he would ask again.
	Action RG

	14.
	AOCB

a) It was noted that a campaign is starting for a proper bus lay-by to be constructed on the Ski Road opposite the entrance to the Coylumbridge Hilton Hotel. It was resolved that RGCA would support this suggestion.

b) The suggestion that RGCA should apply to become a Community Council was discussed briefly. Comparison with Laggan was made. The new model for Community Councils and HC’s ongoing deliberations on Community Councils were noted. It was resolved to wait for the outcome of HC’s deliberations.

c) 12th of June as the date for the 2010 Cairngorm Cycle Sportive was noted. It was resolved that the organisers should be reminded of the comments made last year about litter and inconsiderate cyclists.

d) It was noted that HC had clarified the operation of the “Highland Comfort Scheme” at Glenmore.

e) It was noted that “wild camping” would be discussed at the next CRAGG meeting. Willie Mckenna’s suggestions that the problem of space for overflow camping could be managed jointly by providers in the area was supported.

f) It was noted that the response to the report of the Local Inquiry on the CNPA Local Plan would be discussed at the CNPA Board meeting on 14th May.

g) Richard Green gave notice that he would not be standing for re-election to the RGCA Committee at the AGM in June.

h) Bill Wilson intimated that he desired to stand down as Convenor at the AGM but that he would remain on the Committee.

i) Yvonne Birnie stated that she was preparing posters asking for volunteers to help with the Caledonian 100 event on the weekend of 2nd and 3rd October. She was doing this on behalf of the Sports Centre Project but would welcome volunteers from RGCA.

j) Angela Kilvington raised the issue of Aviemore residents not being able to take advantage of the Community Transport Scheme. Willie McKenna undertook to investigate the current situation.
	Action JM

Action: WMK



	15.
	Date of next meeting

The next meeting will take place on 20th April 2010 at 19.30 at Glenmore Lodge
	


Confirmed and adopted as a true record

Signed:





Chairperson
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